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X P erfbrmerty S*tted 

¢ Sonwe OGrZQ¢8S X aJ;b f Libella t 

Or Ephen[weron o Mrv E>eter GolllnCon3 
1t + . . 

Mtthe>eerX Jllne 23¢ x44. 

I K4dJ&n 3X * )t S I walked by the Itivcr s Slde at AZia- 
t@>44-§v < sD6er, I was tol.ls tI1aF row Wt3:i rlaw 
Titnc of Year tllat tlze Me Plies, a Specics of Li 
balla, came up out of thz Wat¢r.s, and xslerc fccs ir 
a fcxm I)ays) anct tlen dit;ppcarcd This excited tny 

Curiolity, havlng ncscr Rc} titiS Infeae 

< :$ I 7440 Isras firS ihcs^Xl it by tlle Name of 
X>vy Fl), on accoun.t vf its anssual ̂&ypcarance in that 
Morliwv It lies all the WrEaR (but a few Days) in the 
Botton1 or Sides cf tlle Rivcr, near tlle Likeners of 
tlle Nympll of thc fmall cornmon Lx6eAvs; but 
xvhen it is mature, it rifes up to thc Surface of the 
W=ater, and fplits open its Cafe; then, with great 
Agility, up Eprings tlle new Animal, with a ncnder 
33ody} with four blackifh-vein'd tranfiparellt Ihiningg 
Wiags, with fiour black Spots in the upper Mzinas 3 
the under \Vings muh fmaller than thz upper oness 
with three long Hairs in its Tail See TAB. II 
}Z£. 2. 6{0 

The 

* I take tbis to bc the Avs trbilis mention'd in Moufit, Infe&O 
Theat. p. 64. and nlay properly be callcd M+ca, Libellw vf is, 
eaxda tripili C. Mb 

Tt X 
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The Husk or ExXvia? tLkat it leaves be}lind floats 

islnunzerable o;w 111c VVtatcr. Ir feems tO me a Spe- 
cses c3f E,shemeron. and I imagilled ir was the falne 
Infied defcribed by (J"oedart asld Swamanerdaw; bue 
a fcw I)ays corxvillced nse othtrwife, for I foon 
found tllefe had a IOI)Der Duration than theirs. 

The next BuftneSs (after this Creature is diSengaged 
frola the Water) is flying about to find a proper 
Place to fix onf (as Trees7 Buffies, <>;.) to wait for 
its approacbbing Changc, which is eSedgd in tw-o or 
thtee Days. 

The firlR Hint I received of this wonderful OperaX 
tion was feeing their Exxvi.e hatlging on a Hed;>eK 
It then colledred a great many, and put in Boxes; 
and, by firidly obServint, thema I could tell when 
they were ready to put off their old Cloaths, though 
but fO- lately put on. 

I had the Pleafiure to fliew my Friends one that I 
held on my Finger all the while it performed this 
great Work: It was furpriSng to rce how eafily tlle 
back Part of the Fly Split open, and produced the 
new Birth5 which I could not perccive partakes of 
any thing from its Parent, but leaves Head, Body, 
Wings, Legs, and even its three-hair'd Tail behind, 
or the CaCes of tilenr. After it has repoSed ixSelf a 
while, it flies with 7reat ]3riskne& to feek its Mate. 

In the new Fly a remarkablc Difference is feen 
in their Sexes) n7hich I did not fo e-afily perceive in 
tlleir fixA State, bcing then Male and Female much 
of a Size, but now tlae Male was much the fmalleR, 
and the. Hairs irl their Tail much the longeR. 

I wa 
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I was sCly careful to fve if I could find tlzem irl 

^,cndriog, con cc isting it tO be nzuch after tlle Mant 
ncr of tlle fame Specics But all that I could difcovcr 
xvas, tllAt tbc Malcs fcpalated} and kept undcr the 
Gover of the Trees, remote fronl tlle River. Hither 
tlle Females vcSerted, and mlxed witll thcrn in tileix 
Fiigllt (great Numbers togethcr) with a very brisk 
Alotion of daa-tinC, or firikillF at olze another wllenz 
tIsey nzct, ntitll reat \ti^,ourX like as; Houfie Flies 
will do in a ftInnwy RooIn. T.llis they contillued to 
do fol tnally Hours, and tllis feem'd to me thGir 
\&Tay of Coition 5 wllich n u& be quick and foon 
perFrnltd, as they are of fo thore Duration. I tried 
icveral \Alays to xuakc farthcr Difcovcricsl but all 
proved ineffcd:tual. 

When thc Females were impregnateda they foon 
left the Company of tlle Malcs, and fougllt elle Ri- 
lrers, and kept conRanti-y playing up and down on 
tllC Waters. It was very plainly feen, every timc 
they. darted dox^7n} they e jefled a Cluller of Eggsy 
which f2cmed a pale bluifh Speck, like a Emall I)ropF 
of Milk, as they were finking tO tlle Bottom of tllc 
Rivcr; and tben, by the ElaRicity of thesr Tails, 
they fpring up aDain, a-nd then d-art down again. 
Thus they continue, until they have exhaufl:ed their 
Stock of Eggso and fpent their Strength) being fo 
wreak that they caru ril:e no mores but fall a Prey tc 
the Fi. 

But by nluch the greatePr Numbers peri{h on the 
NUaters, whicll are covered with them, This is the 
End of the Penlales; but the Males never refort to 
thc River that I could percelve; but, after they have 
done their Oflice, drop dorn, lant,uiSh, and die, under 
the Trees iand Bluffies 
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I obfelttcd tllis Spccies of lFi6ell aboutlded nloR 

xvitll Fcmales; etllicll wxras tcly necefl:ar5, cotlfiicr 
ill<r tllc lll.1ny Ellclllics tllcy 11av>. in tlleir flort \ffi? 
pearancc; lor botil l8irtls and 1 ift arc ltcry isond of 
tilClll, a1E(s) n0 clotlbt, 1ltze1zz tLw( \\Tatcr arc a Food 
for fnlall agtlatic IllfeEts. 

\a/-llat is fultIacr rcnlarkalrlc in tllis filrpriSlnD Crc: 
ttlrc is) tllat, ill a Lifc of tillCC or follr DaysX it cats 
tlotllin^,, fccms to 11aN'C no Hjsratus lor t11aF Pur- 
pole, but brings up NVitll it Otlt ots thc XVslter fuf- 
ficictt St1t5E!ovt to ctlablc it to {hcti its Skirl, and 
pcrform tllc principal Ends of Life: svitll Dt cnt 
Viz.twity. 

They a jDpear at Six o' CJIOS X in tlac £Jcnin;:,. 0 
thc 26tll of May I pcrccivcd a rcw; but tllc z7th) 
2SthX optll, and 30th, it was a Sif,llt vcry furprifing 
anel entcrtainint, to Icc tl<c Rivtls tca.rnin., nvitll ill- 
ntltM¢rablC prctty nimblc flyin<r Anin5als, and aXmoR 
cvcry tllinn tlcar covct'd 55>vZitll lllcnz; whcll I lookcd 
tIp, tllc Air was ftlll of t!R.l-laX .ls llirh as I cotlld dif- 
ccrn; and fccm'd fo tlliclr, and alutays in MotionX 
thc likc it fccms xvlacn onc Jooks up and fccs tllc 

SllONV coming donvn: ̂ £ld ):tCt tlliS xYonAclful Ap- 
pcarancc in tllrce or four lDays afttr tllc lalt of ll>yX 
totally difappear'd. 

Aftcr I had drasz7n up t!:cSc OLftrvatiolas, it wns 
rnorc tllan a Ycar loofox^c I had t0lC -l)lcaEurc of 
pcruiTng Mr. I?ealnalxrJs cla'Doratc Work, xvIlercin 
llc dvfcribcs tllis InSedc by tllc Ntmc of Ephexnfre 
70^ne vx. p. sr6. CPI. 44. ; bllt, as I find wzc vary 
n many Particularsv aIld as it may tclld furthcr tC) 

;t illuRrztc 
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illuRrate the SubJe2, I hope the above Account 
will noe prove unaccBptable to the Lovers of Na- 
tilral Knowlege. 

Peter -CollinEons 

Ste TAB. II. 
«g. 2. RepreCents the Back of this Infe&. 
Dg. 3 and 4. are two siCle-views of the fam:* 

4 U .Nt wNNX PllEtSl t) GNO M\t 
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