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Review of literature and established mayfly species
(Ephemeroptera, Insecta) from Bulgaria

[Ubersicht Gber die Literatur und die festgestellten Eintagsfliegenarten
(Ephemeroptera, Insecta) in Bulgarien]

Boris Russev

With 1 Table
Schlagworter. Pseudocentroptilum, Ephemeroptera, Insecta, Bulgarien, Faunistik, Bibliographie

A review of the 102 species of Ephemeroptera so far recorded for the Bulgarian fauna and the re-
ferences is provided. The larva of Pscudocentroptifum pulchrum is reported for Bulgaria for the
first time.

Es wird cine Ubersicht @iber dic bisher festgesteliten 102 Ephemeroptera-Arten der bulgari-
schen Pauna und die zugehorige Literatur gegeben. Die Larve der Art Pscudocentroptilum puk
chrum wird zum ersten Mal fur Bulgarien gemeldet.

The earliest reports of larvae of Ephemeroptera came from the German spe-
cialist SCHOENEMUND (1926) who determined 7 genera through material sent
to him by W. Arndt. So far 102 taxa of the order of the bulgarian fauna have
been published, 26 of them as larvae and imago, 12 as imago and 63 as larvae,
comprising 32 genera and 15 families. 99 of them were determined to species
and 2 to variety (Table 1).

The report of the find of a larva of Thraulus sp. by P. Beron in a pond near
Karaach river near the Black Sea Coast (RUSSEV 1971) probably refers to the
species Thraulus thraker (reported by JACOB 1988 for the Ropotamo, a tribu-
tary to the Black Sea). However the larva of this species has not yet been de-
scribed.

Pseudocentroptilum pulchrum reported in this paper for the first time was
found by students in April 1987 in the Harmanliiska river at the village of Ma-
levo.

Enormous material of larvae of Ecdyonurus and Rhithrogena have been gath-
ered in the course of hydrobiological and saprobiological expeditions along all
Bulgarian water catchments awaits processing. The published results from this
expedition provides faunistic data on the distribution of hydrofauna and larvae
of Ephemeroptera in Bulgarian water catchment while the tables of hydroche-
mical studies and the saprobiological state of the river, indicating the current
ecological situation. These studies involved the following rivers or water catch-
ments: the Iskar (RUSSEV 1959; JANEVA & RUSSEV 1989); the rivers of Vi-
tosha, tributaries of the Iskar river (RUSSEV 1961); the Arda (RUSSEV 1964);
Maritsa (RUSSEV 1966, 1967; RUSSEV & al. 1981; UZUNOV & al. 1984); Rho-
dopes mountains (RUSSEV & JANEVA 1975); Ossam (RUSSEV 1977, RUSSEV &
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al. 1984); Tundzha (RUSSEV & al. 1984; JANEVA & RUSSEV 1985); Tsibritsa
(RUSSEV & JANEVA 1985); Mesta (KOVACHEV & UZUNOV 1986); Struma
(UzuNov & KOVACHEY 1987); Russenski Lom (RUSSEV & al. 1987, 1988);
Ogosta (JANEVA, 1991); Lom (RUSSEV & JANEVA 1991) and Jantra (RUSSEV
& JANEVA in print).

Biological data on Ephemeroptera have been published in other studies. On
migrations and compensation flights studies of RUSSEV (1959 b, 1972, 1973);
on the characteristics of growth related to ecological conditions NACHEV
(1979); on the significance of Ephemeroptera as bioindicators RUSSEV (1979)
and JANEVA (1979); on productivity of Ephemeroptera in the strech of the
Iskar river RUSSEV & DOSHKINOVA (1985); on the ecology of the Danube and
the tributaries of the Black Sca RUSSEV (1968) and RUSSEV & al. (1991); on
the significance of the Maritsa river in comparison with other benthos groups
RUSSEV & JANEVA(1983); on the ecology, biology and distribution of Palinge-
nia longicauda RUSSEV (1987); on extinct and threatened Ephemeroptera of
Bulgarian fauna RUSSEV (1992).
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