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ABSTRACT

Burrowing mayflies are recorded for the first time
in the Cretaceous of the Southern Hemisphere, represented in Araripe
Basin by the families Pothamantidae, Ephemeridae and Polymitarcidae.
The Ephemeroidea presently constitute a world superfamily which
is easily distingueshed as nymphs from all other mayflies because
the mandibles have been modified intoc anteriorly projecting tusks,
This group is porrly documented in the fossil record. Three new
genera and three families of burrowing mayflies are described. All
the material was colleted in Crato Member, which is the lowest unit
of the Santana Formation (Lower Cretaceous, Late Aptian/Early Albian),
Araripe Basin, Northeast Brazil. The fossils are associated with
twenty insct orders, which certainly makes this one of the most
diverse paleoentomofaunas known in the geolocial record. The
Ephemeroptera from the Araripe Basin are distributed in at least
twelve families (no longer eight as previcusly thought) and comprise

chiefly nymphs (including eggs) as well as adult forms.
RESUMO

Efémeras escavadoras sao regdistradas pela primeira
vez no Cretdceo do Hemisfério Sul,representadas na Baciado Araripe pe
las familias Pothamantidae, Ephemeridae e Polymitarcidae. Os Epheme
roidae hoje constituem uma superfamilia de distribuicdo mundial e sdo
facilmente distinguiveis, na condigac de ninfas, de todas as cutras

efémeras, devido & modificacdo de suas mandibulas e seis pares de

brancuias franjadas. Este grupo € escassamente documentado no regis
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